Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 295 K; mean (C-C) = 0.002 Å; R factor = 0.053; wR factor = 0.169; data-to-parameter ratio = 16.8.
In the title Schiff base, C 18 H 14 N 4 O, the amido -NH-unit is connected to one of the two pyridyl N atoms at an N(-H)Á Á ÁN distance of 2.624 (2) Å . The molecular packing features an intermolecular C-HÁ Á ÁN R 2 2 (6) hydrogenbonding ring motif. Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). (Raparti et al. 2009; Zhong et al. 2007 ). The molecular packing of the title compound is supported by C-H···N intermolecular hydrogen bondings at D···A distance of 2.956 (1) and D-H···A angle of 128.92 (1)° that is recognized by R 2 2 (6) second order ring motif, as earlier defined (Bernstein et al. 1995; Grell et al. 1999) and calculated with Pluto (Motherwell et al., 1999) , see Figure 2 .
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Experimental
Equimolar amounts of di-2-pyridyl ketone and benzohydrazide were mixed in ethanol. (Abu-El-Halawa et al. 2007 ) Five drops of conc. HCl were added and the mixture was refluxed for 8-10 h. After cooling, distilled water was added up to 1:3 volume ratio followed by addition of several drops of sodium hydroxide solution. The product was re-crystallized twice by water. IR, cm -1 (CHCl 3 ): 3280, 3210, 3100, 3020, 1660, 1620, 1600, 1580, 1480, 1450, 1350, 1160, 1040, 770, 660 
Refinement
Hydrogen atoms were refined isotropically and were constrained to the ideal geometry using an appropriate riding model with U iso (H) fixed at 1.2 times U eq of the pivot atom.
Figures Fig. 1 . Perspective drawings of the title compound showing the atom-numbering scheme. The atomic displacement ellipsoids are shown at the 50% probability level. Hydrogen atoms are drawn as spheres of arbitrary radius. (7) 0.0160 (7) 0.0345 (7) 0.0053 (6) N1 0.0645 (9) 0.0402 (7) (7) 0.0192 (7) 0.0018 (6) C7 0.0570 (10) 0.0464 (9) 0.0444 (9) 0.0018 (7) 0.0197 (7) 0.0023 (7 
